
Title:  Updates in Canine Mitral Valve Disease Part 2 

 

Session description: 

This presentation will be a practical review of the 2019 ACVIM consensus guidelines for myxomatous 
mitral valve disease (MMVD) in dogs. We will discuss using the recommended classification system in 
practice as well as how to streamline your diagnostic and treatment recommendations for your MMVD 
patients. The 2019 ACVIM treatment guidelines recommend a quad-therapy approach. We will discuss 
why and what that means for your MMVD patients. 

Lecture notes: 

Published in 2019, the revised ACVIM consensus guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of MMVD in 
dogs contains updates to the diagnostic, medical, surgical, and dietary treatment recommendations that 
were last published in 2009.  

The significant recommendation updates include the use of a positive inotrope in stage B2 and the 
addition of spironolactone to CHF management in stages C and D. Rather than the traditional use of 
triple-therapy (furosemide, ACEI, pimobendan) for the CHF patient, a quad-therapy approach 
(furosemide, ACEI, pimobendan, spironolactone) is now recommended.  

 

Classification of MMVD Stages: 

 

 



Diagnosis: 

 

 

 

 

 



Treatment: 
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Stage B2

•Pimobendan

Stage C

•Furosemide up 
to 8mg/kg/day

•ACEi
•Spironolactone
•Pimobendan

Stage D

•Furosemide 
>8mg/kg/day or 
torsemide 
>0.4mg/kg/day

•ACEi
•Spironolactone
•Pimobendan
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